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The First 40 Years
A Brief History of
The Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame

The Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame celebrates its 40th anniversary of service to 
the agricultural and rural community in Atlantic Canada in 2008.  From fairly modest 
beginnings and with the support of many individuals and organizations over the 
years, the Hall of Fame continues to provide recognition to those that have given truly 
outstanding leadership and contribution to their industry and community.          

At the annual meeting of the Nova Scotia Livestock Council held in January 1967, the 
possibility of establishing an Atlantic or Maritime Agriculture Hall of Fame was discussed.  
Don Oland, then Chair of the Council, had looked at the workings of the Canadian 
Agricultural Hall of Fame and was a great proponent of this sort of recognition for the 
Atlantic region.  Following a short discussion, many of the Council members favoured 
the idea and it was agreed that a working committee be named to define the terms of 
reference and bring a recommendation to the annual meeting in 1968.

At the 1968 Council annual meeting, the working committee recommended that a Hall 
of Fame committee be named and that a program proceed for 1968. The objective being: 
“The honoring of individuals who have made a valuable contribution to the agricultural 
industry and rural life of their community.” 

The Livestock Council approached the Atlantic Winter Fair to act as host of the Hall of 
Fame program.  The early induction events were held at the Winter Fair.  This was a natural 
fit as the Winter Fair was the premier livestock exhibition for the region at that time.  

Each province was asked to nominate an individual and put their name forward 
for induction. In the beginning, it was difficult to get nominations to the fledgling 
organization.  The first year saw three inductees from Nova Scotia and one from New 
Brunswick.  In 1969, there were two from Nova Scotia and one from New Brunswick.  By 
1970 there was one inductee from each of the Maritime Provinces with several nominees 
to choose from in some cases.  Newfoundland and Labrador had their first inductee in 
1980.  Every year since, there has been a single inductee from each of the four Atlantic 
Provinces. In the first forty years of operation there have been a total of 151 inductees; 
43 from Nova Scotia, 40 from New Brunswick, 39 from Prince Edward Island and 29 from 
Newfoundland and Labrador.

Under the original terms of  reference, nominations were only accepted for deceased 
people for posthumous recognition; however at the annual meeting of the Livestock 
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Council in 1976, a motion was passed recommending that the terms of reference be 
changed and since then nominations have been received for either deceased or living 
persons.   

Prior to 1976, the portraits and citations for the Hall of Fame inductees were on display 
at the Winter Fair. The Livestock Council negotiated with NSAC and from that point on 
portraits were moved to the newly renovated “Green Room” (later to become the C.A. 
Douglas Board Room) in Cumming Hall for permanent display.   These were large format 
photographs and as the number of inductions grew and space became a problem, the 
citations, which were also framed, were put into large books.  

Cumming Hall underwent extensive renovations in the mid -1990s and the C.A. Douglas 
Boardroom was moved. After discussion with the Executive of NSAC, the Directors of 
the Hall of Fame decided it was an ideal time to have the portraits themselves resized, 
reformatted and put into gang frames. They were moved to their current location in the 
vestibule outside the C.A. Douglas Boardroom in 1997.

By the early ‘80s, the Hall of Fame had grown and expanded from its original mandate 
to the point that there was concern that as a method of governance, the committee 
structure was no longer sufficient to maintain the body into the future.  Walter Grant, 
then Deputy Minister of Agriculture for Nova Scotia, took on the task of formalizing the 
structure and operations of the Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame.  

Discussions with various stakeholders took place in late 1984 and early 1985 culminating 
in a formation meeting that was held October 11, 1985.  The Memorandum of Association 
was signed by the first Directors and the Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame was officially 
incorporated under the Societies Act of Nova Scotia.  

The first official Board of Directors consisted of:

Walter V. Grant, Deputy Minister, NS Dept. of Agriculture, 
Dick Huggard, Director, Extension Services ,  NS Dept. of Agriculture, 
Franklin R. Johnson, Director Animal Industry Branch,  NB Dept. of Agriculture, 
E. Ted Pratt, Director, Plant Industry Branch,  NB Dept. of Agriculture 
Kevin Aucoin, Director, Extension Services, NL Dept. of Agriculture,  
Dale Sudom, Director, Soil and Land Management, NL Dept. of Agriculture,
Lynne Rodgerson, Director, Information Section, PEI Dept. of Agriculture  and
Jack Chandler, Asst. Dir., Extension Services. PEI Dept. of Agriculture.

The first official induction ceremony for the new organization was held October 8, 1986 
and took place in Truro at NSAC.  The format of holding the Directors’ meeting, followed 
by the annual meeting, and then the induction ceremony was established that year and 
has been followed ever since.  Dick Huggard was the first Chair of the organization in its 
incorporated form.
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The Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame has always been supported by the Nova Scotia 
Department of Agriculture.  While Dave Coombs, Manager of the Atlantic Winter Fair 
acted as Secretary to the Livestock Council Committee at the start, after 1973, the role of 
Secretary and Treasurer has been maintained by employees of the Department. Several 
individuals have taken on this responsibility as part of their general activities over the 
years.  Each has added some improvement or enhancement to the process as the Hall of 
Fame has evolved.

Before the Hall of Fame was incorporated in 1985 and for a period of time afterwards, the 
positions of Secretary and Treasurer were separate functions.   In 1991, the position of 
Treasurer was combined with that of the Secretary with one person doing both functions.  
The following is a list of the Secretaries and Treasurers during the first 40 years.

David Coombs (Secretary)	 1968-1973
Peter Stewart (Secretary)	 1974-1979
C. A. Douglas (Treasurer)	 1980-1985
Don Bishop (Secretary)	 1980-1984
Morris Kennie (Treasurer)	 1985-1988
Stuart Allaby (Treasurer)	 1988-1991
Kevin Grant (Secretary)	 1985-1991
Elizabeth Crouse (Sec/Tres)	 1991-1995
Barbara Whiston (Sec/Tres)	 1996-2000
Jim Goit (Sec/Tres)	 2001-present

Kevin Grant acted as the Secretary of the Hall of Fame from 1985 to 1991.   In addition to 
managing the incorporation of the organization under the Societies Act, Kevin introduced 
many of the ceremonial features that continue to be carried on over the years.  During 
his tenure, the portraits were standardized, reframed and hung in the C.A. Douglas 
Boardroom in Cumming Hall in Truro.  The citations were also put into a standard format 
that continues to be used. The current Hall of Fame logo, designed by Cheryl (Baird) 
Kienzle of the Department of Agriculture, came into use for the first time in 1986.

Morris (Mo) Kennie was Treasurer from 1985 to1988 when Stuart Allaby took over that 
function.   During this time there was an increase in the amount of money being handled 
by the Hall of Fame and improvements in accounting practices became necessary.  Bob 
McEwan and Leon Colburne from Financial Services at NSAC and Philip Green of the 
Farm Loan Board have volunteered their services over the years in reviewing the financial 
statements. 

Elizabeth Crouse took on the combined duties of Secretary/Treasurer in 1991.  She 
further developed the process for organizing the ceremonies.  The accounting practices 
were again changed to meet the needs of a growing organization. There was a surge 
in membership as a result of increased promotional efforts by the Directors during this 
time. 
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Later, during Barbara Whiston’s term as Secretary/Treasurer from 1996-2000, the portraits 
were moved out of the C.A. Douglas Boardroom when the renovations to Cumming Hall 
were taking place.  They were resized and reframed into the gang format and hung outside 
the new Douglas Boardroom where they continue to reside today.  A new citation book 
and desk were added as features of the new Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame display.

Jim Goit made several innovations when he took over responsibilities for the operations 
of the Hall of Fame in 2001.  All of the citations were digitized and together with the 
portraits, were put onto a new website that he developed.  Also added to the new site 
were the minutes, financial information, induction forms and promotional materials.  The 
website is very popular and has increased the profile of the Hall of Fame within the region 
as well as worldwide.  New promotional materials were developed and the corporate 
class of membership was adopted in 2002.  The annual report of the Atlantic Agricultural 
Hall of Fame was also introduced for the first time in 2001.  

In 2003, the induction ceremony was moved from the Riverview Room in Jenkins Hall, to 
Alumni Theatre, in Cumming Hall.  This meant that restrictions on the numbers of people 
that could be invited to the induction ceremony were removed.  It also brought more 
formality to the function and opened it to the interested public.   Printing of the portraits 
and citations in Farm Focus for all the inductees became standard in this period. In 2007 
the Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame lapel pin was introduced to provide additional 
recognition for the inductees. 

Despite the innovations, the same basic format for the meetings and induction ceremony 
developed in 1985 is still used in 2008.  Many of the materials such as the ceremony 
program look essentially the same as they did 30 years ago.  

Shelia Ferguson of the Department of Agriculture and then Judy Smith of NSAC acted 
as “official” photographers for many years.  The practice of having official family pictures 
taken prior to the induction ceremony was discontinued in 2005 as it was often the cause 
of delays in the start of the actual event.  Photo opportunities are made for families at the 
reception following the induction ceremony.

A tradition of having a bag piper lead the inductees into the ceremony has been on 
going for many years.  George MacIntosh and Philip Green have kindly provided that 
service when called upon.

There has been a series of individuals who have acted as Directors to the Atlantic 
Agricultural Hall of Fame.  Reappointments to the Board are common and terms are often 
extended several times.  The following is a list of those that have served as a Director of 
the Hall of Fame.  By convention, the Chair of the organization has rotated between the 
provinces every two years and some people have had more than one term as Chair.
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Directors of Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame (1985- 2008)

Nova Scotia	 New Brunswick	 Prince Edward		 Newfoundland and 	
		  Island		 Labrador

Phil Stead	 Joe Brennan	 Don Burns		 Ken Proudfoot
Ellen McLean	 Gerry Chevrier	 Don Anderson		 Cindy MacDonald
Brian Smith	 Paul Jensen	 Ira Lewis		 Dennis Shea
Bob Murray	 Serge Michaud	 Glen Cotton		 Bob Godden
David Sangster	 Ted Pratt	 Awni Raad		 Kevin Aucoin
Jack Redden	 Dwitt Lister	 Charlie Coles		 Dale Sudom
Dick Huggard	 Normand  Legere	 Harold Godfrey	
Stuart  Allaby	 Joe Herod	 Jack Chandler	
Ralph Morehouse	 Franklin Johnson	 Dave Rogers	
Estelle Trenholm	 Lynne Rodgerson	
George MacKenzie			 
Rollie Hayman			 

Members of the committee that operated the Hall of Fame prior to incorporation are 
harder to track as the records are more fragmented.  The following were very active with 
the organization in the years from 1968 to 1984 based on the records that have been 
found and in discussion with people who were close to the committee in those days.

Committee members prior to 1985

Howard Roper	 David Coombs
Don Oland 	 W. J. MacLeod
Peter Stewart 	 Frank Saunders
C.A. Douglas	 Ron Lamond
Norm Spence	 Morris Kennie
Don Bishop	 Alex Lamond
Paul Grimm	
 
All those who have served with the Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame know the satisfaction 
it brings to be involved with an organization whose sole objective is to recognize the 
very best of Atlantic agriculture and rural community activity. 

The Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame continues to operate as a result of the support 
given by agricultural organizations, public agencies, corporations and private individuals. 
The original membership fees set in 1985 are still in place: $25 for an individual 
lifetime supporter and $50 for an agricultural or rural organization.  A $150 corporate 
membership was added in 2002.   Since 1986 a total of 98 individuals, 50 organizations 
and 7 corporations have become members and supporters of the Atlantic Agricultural 
Hall of Fame. 
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The four Atlantic Provinces have each contributed $200 per year to the operations of the 
Hall of Fame since at least the late ‘70s. This amount was increased to $250 in 2006.

The original $5 annual fee to register the Association with the Nova Scotia Registry of 
Joint Stocks in 1985 has risen to $25 by 2008.  

The Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame was granted charitable status August 1, 1987 and 
can issue receipts that may be used for income tax purposes.  This status is helpful for 
fundraising ventures.

Recognition by peers for significant contribution and service to your community is one 
of the highest achievements that an individual can attain. For the past 40 years, the 
Atlantic Agricultural Hall of Fame has played a lead role in enabling this recognition for 
the agricultural and rural community of Atlantic Canada.  With the continued support of 
governments, industry, rural organizations and individuals involved in those communities, 
it will do so for a long time to come.

 

(This brief history was compiled for the 40th anniversary of the Atlantic 
Agricultural Hall of Fame by Jim Goit and Jo-Anne Jordan after reviewing the 
minutes of meetings and interviewing individuals that have had an association 
with the Hall of Fame over the years.  We apologize if some names were 
inadvertently missed or details recorded incorrectly.  Thank you to all those 
involved.)
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Membership of Hall of Fame 1986-2008
Nova Scotia Individuals

Stuart Allaby
Dr. Derek Anderson
Roger S. Bacon
Don Bishop
Guy Brown
Dr. Doug Byers
Dr. Garth Coffin
Leon Colburne
Donald S. Cox
Elizabeth Crouse
Donald R. Downe
Lloyd & Shirley Evans
Sheila Ferguson
Dr. Nigel Firth
Jim Goit
Phil Green
J. Donald Gunn

Nova Scotia Organizations

Berry Crop Association of NS 
Chicken Producers Assoc of NS
NS Cattlemen’s Association
NS Chicken Mkt. Bd
NS Egg & Pullet Mkt Bd.
NS Egg & Pullet Producers Assoc
NS Federation of Agriculture
NS Fruit Growers Association
NS Institute of Agrologists

New Brunswick Individuals

Reginald Acton
Gerry Chevrier
Charles Coles 
Grant Colpitts
Robert M. Colpitts
R.D. Gilbert
Cyrice Godbout
Deborah Graye

Campbell Gunn
Dr. Les Haley
Rollie Hayman
Susan Horne
Dick Huggard
William A. Jenkins
Jack D. Johnson
Morris Kennie
Earl Kidston
Linda MacDonald
Dr. Bernie MacDonald
Geo MacIntosh
Tom MacIntyre
Dr. Allan MacKay
Dawn MacKay
George MacKenzie
Dr. H.F. MacRae

Rod MacSween 
William McCurdy
Donald McInnes 
John & Ellen McLean
Ralph Morehouse
Vic Moses
Robert A. Murray
Vaughn S. Nichols
G. Donald Palfrey
Dr. Robin Philips
John E. Redden
Arnold A. Rovers
David M. Sangster
Douglas Slater 
Gerry G. Smeltzer
G. Brian Smith
George C. Smith

Phil Stead
Dr. Tarjei Tennessen
Estelle A. Trenholm 
Marinus van de Sande
John Vissers
Fred Walsh
Jean Ward
Sterling Whidden
Barb Whiston

NS Milk Producers Association
NS Pork Producers
NS/NF Holstein Branch
Pork Producers Assoc. of NS
Scotsburn Co-op Association
Sheep Producers Association of NS
Wild Blueberry Producers Assoc of NS
Women’s Institutes of NS

Joe Herad 
Paul Jensen
Franklin Johnson
Melanie Laird
Normand Légere
Dewitt T. Lister
David Malcolm
Clint McLean

Serge Michaud
Yvonne Poirier
Ted Pratt
Robert Saintonge
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New Brunswick Organizations

Co-op Atlantic
Farm Credit Corporation NB
NB Aberdeen Angus Assoc
NB Cattle Mkt. Agency
NB Central AB Co-op (Eastern Breeders)
NB Dept Agriculture
NB Eastern Breeders Inc
NB Hereford Breeders Assoc

PEI Individuals

Dr. Wendell Grasse
L. B. MacLeod
Charles H. Yeo
Barry Cudmore
Wally Wood 
Don Burns 
David Thompson 

Newfoundland and Labrador Individuals

Kevin Aucoin
Robert Godden
Cynthia MacDonald
Ken.G. Proudfoot
Dale Sudom

NB Hog Marketing Board
NB Holstein Assoc
NB Institute of Agrologists
NB Jersey Club Breeders Assoc
NB Milk Mkt. Board
NB Shorthorn Assoc.
NB Wild Blueberry Growers Association
The Atlantic Farm Mechanization Show

PEI Organizations

Atlantic Vet College
Federated Womens Institutes of PEI
PEI Branch Holstein Association of Canada
PEI Dept of Agriculture
PEI Federation of Agriculture
PEI Institute of Agrologists
PEI Marketing Board
PEI Potato Board
PEI Women in Support of Agriculture
Potato Producers Assoc of PEI

Newfoundland and Labrador Organizations

Dairy Farmers of Nfld and Labrador
Humber Valley Agriculture Assoc
Nfld Chicken Mkt.Bd.
Nfld Egg Mkt. Bd.
Agricultural History Society of NFLD
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Other Individuals

Dr. Yvon Martel
Dr. G.M. Weaver

Corporate Sponsors

Burchell MacDougall (Truro)
Central Equipment Ltd. (Truro)
Nova Agri Associates Ltd.  (Canning)
Patterson Palmer Law (Truro)
PriceWaterhouseCoopers (Truro)
The King’s Mutual Insurance Company. (Berwick)
Scotian Gold Co-operative Limited (Kentville)







PENBNS

PENB

PENBNS

PENBNS

NS

18

1976

1975

1974

1973

Dr.  W. V.  
Longley

William  
Hubbard

Wilfred  
Furness

Joseph  
Landry

Harry  
Carter

Lewis  
Hayden

Archibald  
McMillan

Robert R.  
McCain

William A. 
Moase

Samuel  
Dickie

Harry I.  
Waugh

Keith  
Boswall



PENBNS

PENB

PENBNS

NS
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1972

1971

1970

1969

D. W.  
Adamson

James  
Bremner

Almon  
Boswell

Helen J.  
MacDougall

F. Leslie  
Wood

J. Lincoln 
Dewar

Lorne S.  
Logan

A. Gordon 
Turney

Harold  
Laird

Manning K.  
Ells

Dr. Melville 
Cumming

Irvine  
Embleton

NBNSNS



1968

William
O’Brien

J. Watson
Maxner

NBNSNSNS

Fred L.
Fuller

Charles F. 
Bailey
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